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Dry Preparations. — Finally, if vessels injected with the starch 
mass are dissected free, soaked a day or two in Wickersheimer's 
preservative, and then dried, they retain their form, and, to a great 
degree, their flexibility. — From the New York Medical Journal, 
June 7, 1884.. 
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— The Paris Museum of Natural History. — We are accustomed 
to think that they do things better in France, yet it appears that 
the troubles which beset American museums are not unknown 
there. The total sum annually at the disposal of the Museum 
d'Histoire Naturelle is but 9 18,942 francs, or about $ 1 80,000. Out 
of this nineteen professors, fifty-six assistants and a great number 
of gardeners, draughtsmen, librarians, clerks, secretaries, curators, 
laboratory helps, etc., as well as the entire cost of maintaining the 
Jardin des Plantes, with its conservatories and menagerie, have to 
be paid. Thus, according to M. Freney's report there are no 
laboratories for the chairs of botany, geology, mineralogy or com- 
parative pathology ; only 40,000 francs are available for the pur- 
chase of animals ; the new zoological galleries are unfurnished ; there 
is no botanical gallery, though there is a considerable botanical col- 
lection; there are no available funds for the utilization of the ground 
that has been acquired in the Bois de Vincennes for the purposes 
of culture ; there is no marine zoological station attached specially 
to the museum ; the galleries of palaeontology and anatomy need 
improvements ; an additional assistant is required to classify the 
insects and Crustacea, and another for the annelids, mollusks and 
zoophytes ; and the anthropological gallery and library need en- 
largement. The library has 100,000 volumes, while the gallery 
which contains it was built to receive 30,000. Moreover, some of 
the aides-naturalistes ought to have superior positions opened to 
them, for, as occurs elsewhere, men desert the pursuit of natural 
history because of the insufficient remuneration it affords. 

— A cable despatch announces the death in Vienna, of Ferdi- 
nand Von Hochstetter, the noted German traveler and geologist. 
Herr Hochstetter was born at Esslingen, April 30, 1829. He was 
the son of a learned clergyman, who designed him for the same 
profession, but after having taken a course of theology at Tub- 
ingen, and received the degree of doctor of philosophy, Ferdinand 
went to Vienna in 1853, and the following year became attached, 
in the position of geologist, to a scientific commission sent to 
Bohemia. On his return he was made professor of geology in 
the Vienna University, and in 1856 he accepted an offer to ac- 
company the Novara, in the capacity of geologist, on the expedi- 
tion around the world. On his return from this expedition he was 
made professor of mineralogy and geology in the Polytechnic 
Institute of Vienna. He afterwards made several voyages, and 
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gathered many important and interesting data, in Switzerland and 
Italy in 1863, European Turkey in 1869, and in Russia and the 
Ural mountains in 1872. Herr Von Hochstetter was elected 
president of the Vienna Geographical Society in 1866, and a 
member of the Academy of Sciences in 1870. He became in-' 
tendant of the Vienna Museum of Natural History in 1876. 
Among his works are " Carlsbad, a Geological Study," " The 
Mammoth Fossil Birds of New Zealand," " The Geology of New 
Zealand," " The Palaeontology of New Zealand," " A Voyage in 
Roumania," " The Geology of the Eastern Part of Turkey in 
Europe," and " Across the Urals." 

— The distinguished Danish entomologist, Professor J. C. 
Schiodte, died at Copenhagen early in June, aged sixty-nine years. 
He was the author of a beautifully illustrated essay on the mouth- 
parts of certain Isopod Crustacea, and especially of numerous 
memoirs on the transformations of the Coleoptera, published in 
successive volumes of the zoological journal which he so care- 
fully edited. This is the continuation of Kroyer's Naturhisk- 
iorisk Tidsskrift, and for the value of its contents and the beauty of 
its copper and steel plates, is second, perhaps, to scarcely any 
other periodical published in Europe, unless we of course except 
the Zeitschrift fur zvissenschaftliche Zoologie. We had the plea- 
sure, in 1872, of visiting Professor Schiodte, then in charge of 
the entomological department of the Royal Zoological Museum 
of Copenhagen, and well remember the superb collection illus- 
trating the transformation of beetles which he had amassed. In 
his death entomology loses one of its most careful and able 
students. 

— Dr. W. K. Brooks writes us concerning the statement in the 
June Naturalist that the Annisquam laboratory is the only 
marine zoological laboratory which is now open to the public in 
America, that the marine laboratory of the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity has for six years been open to all qualified persons. " I 
send you a copy of the last annual report of the president which 
contains an appendix from which you will see that many students 
from various parts of the world have made use of it." We 
should have added that we had reference to beginners rather than 
advanced students, supposing that the Johns Hopkins University 
School was open to the latter alone. — Eds. 

— In an article entitled "Pile-dwellings on hill-tops " in Nature 
for June 19, Mr. S. E. Peale gives a new and rather prosaic cause 
or reason for building houses on piles, i. e. " the absolute neces- 
sity of keeping out of reach of the ever-present pig ! " This ap- 
plies to the hill-tribes of Assam and vicinity ; these pile-builders 
having probably descended from the pre-Aryans of the plains 
from Assam to the Indus. There is no building-stone where the 
piles are used. 

— Through the efforts of M. Marion, the mayor and municipal 
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council of Marseilles have decided upon the publication of the 
Annals of the Marseilles Museum of Natural History, and have 
established a marine zoological station at Eudoume Point. This 
establishment, devoted to the study of the Mediterranean deep sea 
fauna, will have an underground aquarium, protected from the 
abrupt changes of light and temperature. 

— The report of the National Academy of Sciences, for the 
year 1883, has been issued by the Government Printing Office. 
Appendix D is a list of official reports made to the Government 
by the academy, and of scientific papers presented to the acad- 
emy from 1863 to 1883. Succeeding appendixes contain reports 
on methylated spirits and on glucose. 

— Bulletin No. 20 of the U. S. National Museum is devoted to 
a list of the published writings of Professor S. F. Baird. The 
number of articles is 1063, including the notices, abstracts and 
reviews in Harper's Magazine, Harper's Weekly, and reprinted in 
their Annual Record of Science and Industry. 

— The death of Dr. G. von Boguslawski, known as a geog- 
rapher and hydrographer, occurred in June. Professor J. H. R. 
Goeppert, well known for his works on fossil plants, died at Bres- 
lau, May 18. Professor Schoedler, author of " Buch der Natur," 
died at Mainz, April 27. 

— Among recent deaths is that of H. G. Vennor in June last, 
at the age of forty-three. He published a useful work on the 
birds of prey of Canada, and was connected with the Canadian 
Geological Survey. He was popularly known by his attempts at 
"weather prophecy." 

— M. Fournier, a French botanist, recently died, leaving his 
" Flora of Mexico," which he was preparing for the French gov- 
ernment, and that of Brazil, which he was collecting for the 
emperor, unfinished. 

— The fifth annual report of the curator (Edward T. Nelson) 
of the museum of the Ohio Wesleyan University, shows that the 
curator's usual activity has been manifested in increasing, label- 
ing, and arranging the collections, particularly of shells. 

— At the last session Congress appropriated $501,470 for the 
U. S. Coast Survey ; $467,700 for the U. S. Geological Survey ; 
$244,500 for the U. S. Fish Commission, and $149,500 for the 
National Museum. 

— The pala^ontological expedition of Princeton College is this 
year exploring the Eocene basin of the Big Horn under direction 
of Professor W. B. Scott. 

— Professor H. C. Lewis gave field instruction to a large class 
near the water-gap of the Delaware river, Pennsylvania, this 
summer. 

— Dr. H. E. Sauvage, of the Jardin des Plantes, has been ap- 
pointed director of the Agricultural Station at Boulogne-sur-Mer. 

— Professor O. A. Derby is successfully exploring the geology 
of Brazil. 



